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Los A"_y_,ele Missed A. L. Franchise by Day
Millions of Dollars, Five Clubs Involved;

- Plane and Train Schedules Worked Out

.changed and the
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Japs on December 7, 1941, halted
negotiations for the transfer of
the Browns., Barnes added, and wvoided
the tremendous deal that needed only
an anticipated okay from the Ameri-
can and National League representa-
tives at their session in Chicago one
day earlier.

Then he unfolded details of the huge
maneuver which began in mid-season,
I4], at a time when he had become
utterly discouraged with the progress
of the Browns, who had failed to click
for him during the five wvears of his
ewnership.

“Harry Arthur, president of Fanchon
t Marco Amusement Company and one
of the Browns' important stockholders
at that time. had approached me several
times with the idea that our team
euld be turned into a going concern
if moved into Los Angeles,” continued

s

In the midst of coni
the St. Louis Browns' franchise to Los Angeles, Don
local American League club, agreed on August 23, (o
that for eight years has '
St. Louis Browns the Los Angeles Browns
: Barnes, while admi
! to the Pacific Coast
' lions of dollars and five ball clubs, including th
Cardinals, as well as both major 1

if allempted today.
“The rules have been
* simply paying $5,0600 to the league and da
are invaded, every club in_ the league, as
eraled for damages so incurred.
sisting of seven members, including
the major league involved, minor leag
a seventh party to be selecled by six
bombing of Pearl Harbor by thes

the former club head. “I finally listen-
el then advised him to negotiate
with a group of ‘solid people’ in Los
#Angeles who might be interested, irem
3 tivie standpoint, in bringing major
league ball 1o the Coast. .
“Meanwhile, 1 decided to change
managers, appointing Luke Sewell, a
move which later paid dividends as
Sewell led my club 1o a pennant

three years later,

L

All Set to Buy Angels
“Within a month, Arthur con-

tacted mc and I went 1o Los An-
geles and met with the leaders |
of his group, including the late!
A. P. Giannini, co-founder of the !
Bank of America. I told these men
Would be willing to sell them
Part of the stock in the Browns
o finance a deal to purchase the Los
Angeies ¢luh, a move that would be
necessary 1o gain territorial rights be-
ot we could move our American
3zue franchise. Everyone was en-
Mastic and agreed to go along.”

Y en Buarnes flew to Chicago. where
® conferred with President Will Har-|
lidge of the American League and held |
nforinal talks with other league ex-|
fulives on the “St. Louis situation.” |

th

* the plight of the Browns wae, and

By J. G. TAYLOR SPINK

ST. LOUIS, Mo.
on the possibilities of moving
Barnes, former president of the

throw back the cloak of SCCroCyY
surrounded the move that lacked but 24 hours !

in December, 1941,
:{:311}' completed the transfer of his club
fantastic series of transaclions invelving mil-
e Browns' St.*Louis neighbors, the
cagues, emphasized that conditions since have
not impossible, would be much more complicaled

roversies raging pro and con

mitting he had pract
in an elaborale,

brocedure, while

changed since 1941, he explained, “so that instead of

mages 1o the club whose territorial rights
well as the league itself, must be remun-
~However, I understand an arbitration board, con-
representatives from the minor club involved, the major club,

|

of making the |

Slashed Red Tape to Shreds

ue, president of the National Association, the Commissioner and
other members, could be snt up to rule on the matter.” Only the

Barnes Says Cards, Not Browns,
Should Be Moved Out of St. Louis

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Eight years after he failed in an attempt to move the
Browns, Don Barnes, former head of the local American leaguers. still believes
St. Louis should be a one-club city.

“l don't wish to hurt Si. Louis or either of its two ball clubs with this
statement,” he said, “but the people here are ultra-conservative and will
support a club only if it wins. Naturally, they expeel two winners if two
clubs play here—and thal's asking teo much. On the other hand, other
communities, such as Detroit and Cleveland, great industrial areas, are
entitled to continuous baseball throughout the summer, because prople there
have the money to spend for entertainment,

“I believe the Cardinals—not the Browns—should be moved out of Si.
Louis. The Cardinals. if moved to Detroit or Cleveland., would give either
of those citics a National League team they richly deserve. St Louis mnight
beeome educated to patronize the Browns if they were the only team here

and showed improvement. However, to make such a move. all parties in- ’

volved would have to muke sacrifices for the good of basehall, instead of
clinging selfishly to present rights,”
n

Berry, Eddie Mayo and Phil Weintraub. & Angeles. reporied  *hat  certain

{ final okay of the major leogues, [ called ' of a major league franchise to their ety |
in Arthur and told Hurry the part that "that they agrecd to assure the Browns |

I'IE'-. his brother and Dth!'l’ inferests on .ﬁﬁ annual attendance of S00.000 for five
the Pacific Coast were to play as soon years, according to Barnes.,  Should
as the transfer of the St. Louis fran-: the gate receipts have fallen below that
chise was completed.
take charge of the Los Angeles club | write the difference.
and move it to Long Beach. To that | LI
end, Harry conferred with civic lt.:ndl-rsi Street Was to Be Condemned
in Long Beach and had assurance that| “It was even agreed.” the ex-
a ball park would be erected as soon; grqu. added.
as the city was awarded the Coast,
league franchise. it, that a certain
“You see. according to baschall law have had
in those days, a major club eould deaft
a minor league territory by paying the leftt fGield line.
minor league $3.000 and the club in- l okay to me."
volved damages. And. since the Los| vy, mentioned before, Dop ™
Angeles Angels were to be our OWNn ! pinded the one-time head of the S
club. there woul2 be no need 1% Louis Amerieans, “that this tranzac tian
pay ourselves damages. The Holly- ' wiuld have invelved five ball clubs.
wood Stars? Well, they EIIIETI’-‘*':i the &, far, you've mentioned the Browns
picture in this way. We were going 19 Chicago Cubs, Las Angeles Angels and
put it up to them to decide if they Hyllewnod Stars. Which was No. 377
wanted to continue playing in Holly-.  “who * he responded, “let's not aver.
wood or shift their franchise elsewhere. 160k 1he Cardinals. Tavlor. they were

ns' president “and

streelt would

Field,
That

clarge Wrigley along the

sounded

civie |
“With this matter settled. pending leaders in the Ceast ity were so ene |
| the outcome of all negotistions and the ! thusiastic over the proposcd  lrunsfer

They were to figure. this group promised to under- !

here’s the correspondence to prove |

to be condemned to en- |

W e

DON BARNES . . . reveals inside story
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Theater Man Arthur Aided
Barnes in Plans for Move

—— i R

] 1435 ANGEILES, Caidf.

Harry Arthur, 32-year-ald president of
Fanwhan & Marco, wat o nembier of the
trard of directors of the Brownse 1940
at the Gmwe he tried Lo hf'lp [Resin Hoai foes
then head of the club, move e 51 Lo
franchiwe o Len Angeles

Now engaegcd i the preesduction of a
Vaughan Moanroe filim i conjunctian with
Abe Lvman and bas won, Horey Arthare 11
Arthuar was always mainly  iedereated (5
the movie industry and engaged in haw-
Lall only as a udeline, mestly as o fan
A cloee friend of Barnes, it way he wha
firet presented  the adea of moving  the
Brevwns to the Crast, far it was by helief
that the peaple of Loy Angeles were apar b,
rmunded  enough o support pajor  Jeague
beasarbacal .

Arthur entete] the cinema basvineas at
1.]'1" dge f!f 11 .‘:.f‘f'n']‘.'lq as fl]ru _l‘..'.ftl";,.zn.'|:| ﬁn-f
exhubitor for Foast Mational and ather obid

i Bill is, called in baseball circles. Hﬂlr’f Arthur tune movie finins. before he became ger.

We would have co-operated with them ¢, iy an all-important part in the

' f:'uaric Griffith,

Al various times,” Don went on, *T
‘{."5"“5-“-0“] the matter with Connie Mack,
' f Tom Yawkey and other
BUb presidents. All were concerned
e the safety of their players should

in our schedule-making so that there
would be no conflict. But actually, we
wouldn’t have been invading their ter-
ritory, for they were operating under a
20-year contract giving them the right

transfer of my Browns. That is. their
president. the late Sam Breadon, whoe
was a very close friend of mine, worked
with me on the deal and we drew up a
contract. Here it is. 'He displayed the

eral manager {or Fox Theaters, with headguarters in New York,  He alw
ran A group of I New England theaters, known as the Pale ciroust, anel
later tranuferred his interests to the West Coaat. where hre became grarral
manager of the West Coast Theaters in lom Angeles, a thrater chain
nra owned by Charles Skouras

ﬂ"? shift of the Browns to Los An-
:F:'s '*quire their clubs to make trips
; Ut there by air, Bug 1 eventually got

to divide Los Angeles’ territory.”
Moving along quietly, Arthur, in Las

On the board of directors of the 50 Launis Amasement £ gt ague
Lire, he later became affiliated withh Fanchon & Marca, the firm e has

headed an president fur the past ten years

agreement.) By it terms, Breadon was
to @ive the Browrno 3250 000 for vacating
5t. Louis, ;

green light to go ahead and cxplore “ 5 : ay W ived He divides his time between Los Angeles and 30 Loumn and calls bath
. ~a . . y : n detail. here's the way we arrived e divides his Ume bhe n L« [ :
'}h"nf;ﬁ‘hll'lr of moving the St. Louis| Moving Browns Elsewhere at that figure. Breadon agreed to give cities his home, though he was born in New York City.
fanchise. i E

Is Logical Sass Rowland

While reccgnizing the difﬁmll'tce_i
of transferring the 5t. Louis Browns'

tus $20.0000 in cash in lieu of sur in-.
vestment in the Sportsnan’s Park lights |
which we had installed a year or two

| . October, 1941, T met with Phil K.
] rigley. president of the Chicago Cubs,
‘s altorney, Paul Harper, in Chi-

Lt a g i a s o s s a s S s e T S T T P YT YT Y Y Yy
tion. [ kept the late Judge K. M. Landis #ball property, verilying hia statementl

, ! : Bowland. presi- before. We also were to receive two them commissioner of baseball. regu- ;. “And while all of this wat goang on™
'Eﬁﬂ"-'-’:?rlgt-!“ [ﬂlmm of purchasing 5?:3‘:}1;?&11-.?;&?:?;: Coast Ler;guv. ‘players, valued at $25000 each. or. i "larly informed on the progress | w:.t*lh-r chuckled, *1 had a new American
Coast I.Ea “i &[&ngtlﬁ_club of the believes it would be a wise move | we could not agree an the _pla;-rrs. then cmaking. He was qum:‘ u‘.tq-rrnt-dl and | League sohiedule for the ﬁfl e uten
! Eotiation g:,e' i E’" considerable ne-| . i r his circuit is involved of [we were 1o get an outright sum of | sympathetic toward the 'St. Louis situa- | drawn up_ 1 eontacted Jack Frye. then
Price in pen ) 28reed upon a not. Rowland, who was a manager '$20000. It was also pgreed that the tion.” though he never would rxpress head of TWA, turned mver 1o him the

.. seven figures (Barnes refused . . - : inals wauld as our | with | hi Y r the other when | information and he put his schedule-
b divylge the exact amount, but said and umpire in the American League  Cardinals would assume our lease , himsel! one way o Whe i 1

13 . op1s » vears, is familiar with the the Decdier Realty Co. for rental of asked him how he felt about the merve rmaking crew tn work on the project,
i m:?tfmer A m‘ﬂhm,ﬂ for the Los An- f?t:_l::iiz-.} iLeaSI lI..-m..‘:lis and declares - Sportsman’s Park at $35.000 per year. | that would transfer the Browns “That {Eventually, E. 0. Cicke. TWA vice.
ranchise, Wrigley Field in Los| S ) is a matter you boys fclub executives) | president of gales flew into Chisragn

] L, . # 1 Ll-_' T F s aks
"'-ﬂglrle_:- and players then on the Angels’ there are not enough fans there o It had ® moTe Yyears o run

| Toster - support two major league clubs. | “Arnother very important part of the must settle  among  yourselves' he and met :;;m Bill and E'l:-aﬂr? DeWe,
\ Hera Ry . . “I never did think that the fans  agreement wias tha! Breaden promised’ would muy L ;5*"’{“ asid e on December 6,191 The
| and “:;,Lhdrﬁl:;ﬂth"d, into his desk of St. Louis should be burdened 15 get the vote of the National League . In order 1o concesi hiv mrovementa ! meeting ran intn the morning of De-
i e bray uge file from which with two ball clubs”™ he =ways. “as  approving the transder of the Browns Barnes saud he was referred s all cemmber 7. Sante Fe officia’s alan ai-

3 :-lgh-t i E.hea_l'rof typewTitten pa- ut of St Leuis. Naturally, Sam was writlen meeting reporis ard negola- tended the meeting and 3 very 2aliefar-
5 This,™ he said, “is the optional ;

there are not enough of them there.”

. p . 5 1 Airy i o 3 i : shitig ] ¢ as “MISTER X." He dis- tury awchedule was presented ue
iWreament 4 : . himself has long desired to ! zrxigus o see us lease and we both tions umply as ik a = -
BUr pene 2 Who were om po ; safus 2 it petting the blesmng of the entire Na- cluding the optisnn wt L HL T -
aper . OP2TIY 33 500m a5 we signed the| Yvated to major status and. wi s Larie mm Gae prajees the purchase of his Lus Angeles base-! (CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 COL 1y
gap.‘..: and timd '[hf deal Not mu:h: SE‘-'EI.'EII of  his E-Uh GWATers, nas nral [a[‘da,,.ll!‘ Tl u.-ll: prajec "
YT thouah g to be rrerty  Worked consiantly to that end That lelt teguarcly ppto me o twl
s e g F g @ we Aircan Loagie o te prm-,*  THE SPORTING NEWS, AUGUST 31, 1949 4 3



